R

Alstom hits halfway point in repainting iconic train fleet

6 November 2018 - Alstom has hit the halfway mark in the huge job of re-painting and
overhauling the UK’s fleet of iconic Pendolino trains, as the 28th train rolls out of Alstom’s
rail facility in Widnes. The remainder of the fleet, operated by Virgin Trains and owned by
Angel Trains, is due to be completed by December 2019.

The high speed Class 330 Pendolino tilting trains are used by Virgin Trains to provide a fast
and frequent service between London, Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham, Liverpool and
points in between. In 2003, Virgin Trains introduced the Alstom built trains and they have
reduced journey times on the line and transformed connectivity. Along the 1,265-kilometre
route, the last year (2017/18) saw 38.3 million passenger journeys made totalling 7,582.3
million passenger kilometres.*

The fleet is receiving a complete re-paint to protect them and ensure they have a successful
future on the route. Each train takes two weeks to complete. The work involves stripping
back the cars, including exterior fittings, undertaking minor repairs and restoration and
comprehensively re-painting, a layer at a time, to prevent corrosion and rust. This protects
against wear and tear and will enable the trains to operate as successfully for the second
half of their life, as they have done for the first. With advances in paint technology the
newly painted trains are finished as well, or better, than when they were first introduced.

The repaint is being completed in Alstom’s Widnes modernisation facility, the most
advanced in the country. It was built to be able to accommaodate the full length of the 9 and
11 car trains end-to-end and is the only facility in the UK that can do this. The main
modernisation hall in Widnes is so large that it rivals the size of the deck of the UK's
flagship new Queen Elizabeth Il aircraft carrier.

Piers Wood, Managing Director Fleet Services, Alstom UK & Ireland, said:

“We are very proud of the job we're doing with this repaint. These iconic Pendolinos are the
backbone of Britain’s railways, and this will allow them to continue serving the millions of
passengers they carry every year. A repaint of this scale has never been undertaken by the
industry before and it is particularly special for us as it is the first piece of major work we
are doing at our state-of-the-art Widnes facility.

“We are also pleased that this programme has allowed us to bring on some brilliant
apprentices, who are now a key part of our team at Widnes. With our partners at Virgin

1 ORR, https://dataportal.orr.gov.uk/displayreport/html/html/c7cf70e5-0514-44be-8ecd-0f1c89074cef
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Trains and Angel Trains we want this programme and this iconic train to continue to be a
real showcase of what we can achieve in the industry.”

Peter Broadley, Executive Director for Customer, Operations and Safety at Virgin Trains,
said:

“The new look Pendolino is certainly catching the eye and its of great credit to all involved
that will we have a fully repainted fleet by December 2019.”

David Jordan, Chief Operating Officer, Angel Trains, said:

“We are delighted with the progress of the Pendolino repainting project. We know that this
transformative work, led by our partners at Alstom, will both improve the longevity of this
Class 390 fleet and benefit British rail passengers for years to come.”

Alstom’s Widnes facility is located right at the heart of the Manchester and Liverpool rail
cluster. It includes Alstom’s training academy, delivered in partnership with the National College for
High Speed Rail. Eight local apprentices have been taken on as part of the 85 strong
workforce for the paint programme and Alstom are also working with the National College
of High Speed Ralil to offer higher level qualifications to former apprentices and increase
skill levels amongst the local workforce.

Widnes is also the home for the technical and engineering talent in Alstom’s Centre of
Excellence for Modernisation. It is set to become Alstom’s hydrogen train centre in the UK
and it will be the site where Class 321 trains are converted to hydrogen traction under
Alstom’s plans with Eversholt rail.

About Alstom UK

Alstom has been part of the rail industry in the UK for over a century. Alstom provides the widest
range of solutions in the market, from high-speed trains, metros and tramways to maintenance,
infrastructure and signalling. In 2017 Alstom opened the UK’s largest and most sophisticated new
centre for train modernisation, in Widnes.

About Virgin Trains

Virgin Trains is a train operating company owned by Virgin Rail Group that has operated the
InterCity West Coast franchise since 9 March 1997. Virgin Trains operates long-distance passenger
services on the West Coast Main Line between London, West Midlands, North Midlands, North
West England and Scotland. The service connects six of the UK's largest cities, London,
Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow and Edinburgh with a combined metropolitan
population of 18 million people.

About Angel Trains
Angel Trains is one of Britain’s leading train leasing companies and has been an owner and lessor of
rolling stock since 1994. The company leases to 18 franchised operators and two open access
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operators in the UK. Angel Trains is passionate about financing and delivering high quality, modern
assets to its customers and is committed to working with the Government, the Rail Delivery Group
("RDG") and other stakeholders to provide innovative funding solutions to modernise and improve
the UK's train fleet. Angel Trains has invested £5.0 billion in new rolling stock and refurbishment
programmes since 1994 and is one of the largest private investors in the industry.
www.angeltrains.co.uk
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