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Alstom and Barletta to upgrade signaling systems on Boston’s 

Red & Orange subway lines 
 

 

4 March 2019 - Alstom and its partner, Barletta Heavy Division, have signed a contract under 

which they will partner to upgrade and modernize the signaling systems on the 

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority’s (MBTA) Red and Orange subway lines, 

thereby improving service reliability and capacity. The contract is worth over €80 million. 

 

Under the scope of the project, Alstom will provide Orange and Red line signal upgrades, 

comprising the latest generation of digital audio frequency technology, and the replacement 

of the existing relay-based train control with Alstom’s iVPI (integrated vital processor 

interlocking), the latest generation of microprocessor-based train control interlocking.  

 

Alstom will also supply its AFTC5 track circuits, the latest in digital signaling technology, 

designed with the capacity to add additional speed commands in the future to take advantage 

of improved performance of the MBTA fleet.  

 

Finally, Alstom will provide its new Model 5F wayside switch machines and LED signal 

upgrades to the Southwest corridor of the Orange line, as well as a new, fully wired central 

instrument houses at Ashmont station and Columbia Junction on the Red line.  

 

By upgrading the signaling systems on the Orange and Red lines, which total 72 kilometers 

and encompass 41 stations, MBTA will be able to reduce headway between trains, increase 

the lines’ capacity and maximize fleet performance. The project is expected to be completed 

in 2022. 

 

“Along with our partner, Barletta, we are honored to have been selected by MBTA to 
contribute to the increase in capacity and reliability of Boston’s Red and Orange lines,” said 

Jérôme Wallut, Senior Vice-President of Alstom in North America. “We are very pleased to 
be part of this project and to support MBTA in their efforts to deliver the transit system that 
MBTA customers and the Greater Boston community expect.” 

 

Alstom’s centers of excellence for transit signaling in Rochester, NY, and Bari, Italy, will 

provide engineering, product development and project management support, while its 

product manufacturing sites in Grain Valley and Warrensburg, MO, and Hornell, NY, will 

produce the switch machines, interlockings and track circuits. Alstom’s other ongoing 

projects with MBTA include the modernization of 86 articulated light-rail vehicles for MBTA’s 

Green Line, the overhaul of 74 bi-level MBTA commuter rail cars, onboard signaling for the 
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new subway fleet procured by MBTA, several other signal upgrade projects on MBTA’s 

commuter rail system, as well signal upgrades at MBTA’s Wellington Yard. 
 

About Alstom  

As a promoter of sustainable mobility, Alstom develops and markets systems, equipment and services 
for the transport sector. Alstom offers a complete range of solutions (from high-speed trains to 
metros, tramways and e-buses), passenger solutions, customized services (maintenance, 
modernization), infrastructure, signaling and digital mobility solutions. Alstom is a world leader in 
integrated transport systems. The company recorded sales of €7.3 billion and booked €7.2 billion of 
orders in the 2017/18 fiscal year. Headquartered in France, Alstom is present in over 60 countries 
and employs 34,500 people. 
www.alstom.com 

 

About Barletta Heavy Division 

Based in the Boston area and founded in 1914, Barletta has a long, storied history of successfully 
completing some of the most complex construction projects in New England. As a General Contractor, 
Barletta performs construction work in many fields, including roadways, bridges, runways, railroads, 
tunnels and public transportation projects, environmental, alternative energy, facilities for water and 
sewage treatment, storage and transportation, and public spaces and wildlife habitats. Barletta’s 
working relationship with the MBTA stretches back over 20 years, and includes over $1B worth of 
work. 
 

 
Alstom press contacts 

Samuel Miller – Tel. + 33 1 57 06 67 74 

samuel.miller@alstomgroup.com 

 

Justine Rohée  – Tel. + 33 1 57 06 18 81 

justine.rohee@alstomgroup.com 

 
Michelle Stein – Tel. +1 (212) 692-5326 

michelle.stein@alstomgroup.com 

http://www.alstom.com/
mailto:samuel.miller@alstomgroup.com
mailto:christopher.english@alstomgroup.com
mailto:michelle.stein@alstomgroup.com

	Alstom and Barletta to upgrade signaling systems on Boston’s Red & Orange subway lines



