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   Alstom creates an innovation centre for sustainable mobility 

solutions in the Greater Montreal area 
 
 

• The centre's mandate is to develop the future platforms for hybrid, battery 

or hydrogen propulsion, emitting low or zero emissions. 
 

 

4 July 2022 –  Alstom announces the creation of a new innovation centre for green rail mobility 

solutions, to be located at its Americas headquarters in St-Bruno-de-Montarville, Quebec, in  

Canada. This was a key commitment made by the group at the time of the acquisition of 

Bombardier Transportation, completed in January 2021.  

 

The innovation centre's main mission will be to develop the future platforms for green hybrid, 

battery or hydrogen propulsion technologies specifically tailored to the North American rail 

freight and passenger market, and in doing so meet the sector's decarbonisation needs. It will 

be led by Éric Rondeau, who has a proven track record in the field of transport electrification 

and recently worked as senior strategic advisor to Investissement Québec International and 

the Quebec Ministry of Economy and Innovation to develop and deploy the Quebec battery 

industry.  

 

The centre's installation in St-Bruno will ensure unprecedented synergy through its proximity 

to the 500+ Alstom engineers currently working on the site, as well as to dedicated prototyping 

facilities. It will be equipped with state-of-the-art virtual and augmented reality equipment, 

enabling it to optimise its activities to develop future green propulsion platforms. Depending 

on its mandates, the centre could create up to approximately 80 jobs within a few years. The 

centre's engineers will work closely with key players in Quebec's research and innovation 

sector, as well as with industrial partners in the Quebec battery and hydrogen industry. In 

particular, the centre will work with the Hydrogen Research Institute (HRI) of the Université 

du Québec à Trois-Rivières (UQTR) on the preconditions for the success of the refuelling and 

operating ecosystem for hydrogen propulsion. It will also participate in McGill University's 

Sustainable Growth Initiative, a think tank aimed at providing companies and governments 

with innovative solutions to accelerate the green transition in transport.  

 

"Alstom offers the most comprehensive range of green solutions to support its customers' 
environmental efforts. We will now expand our capacity with products specifically tailored to 
the geographic, climatic and regulatory realities of the North American market. Quebec's assets 
and business environment, combined with our design and engineering expertise here in St-
Bruno, provide us with a unique environment to innovate and grow" said Michael Keroullé, 

President of Alstom Americas. 

 

"Unlike Europe or Asia, the rail network in Canada and the US is barely 1% electrified. It is used 
by 27,000 diesel locomotives every day, which is a significant proportion of the carbon footprint 
of our companies. Efforts to make this mode of transport greener must be stepped up, in 
particular by providing public decision-makers and our customers with proven electric 
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propulsion technologies. It will be this innovation centre's role to develop these new innovative 
platforms or to adapt them to meet the challenges of the region,” indicated Éric Rondeau.   

 

Alstom is the world leader in green innovation for the rail transport sector. It employs 1,700 

people in Quebec and its headquarters for the Americas are located in St-Bruno-de-Montarville, 

Quebec. It supplies rolling stock, signalling, services and infrastructure solutions and turnkey 

systems for REM, companies like the Société de transport de Montréal and Exo, as well as 

Canada's largest cities and the major railways. Alstom is proud to be a Canadian player and 

has been certified "Top Employer 2022" in Canada by the Top Employers Institute. 

 

Alstom™ is a protected trademark of the Alstom Group. 

 

 

 
     

 

 
About  

Alstom 

Leading societies to a low carbon future, Alstom develops and markets mobility solutions that provide sustainable 

foundations for the future of transportation. From high-speed trains, metros, monorails, trams, to turnkey systems, 

services, infrastructure, signalling and digital mobility, Alstom offers its diverse customers the broadest portfolio in 

the industry. 150,000 vehicles in commercial service worldwide attest to the company’s proven expertise in project 

management, innovation, design and technology. In 2021, the company was included in the Dow Jones 

Sustainability Indices, World and Europe, for the 11th consecutive time. Headquartered in France and present in 70 

countries, Alstom employs more than 74,000 people. The Group posted revenues of €15.5 billion for the fiscal year 

ending on 31 March 2022.  

Log onto www.alstom.com for more information. 

 

     

 

 
 Contacts 

 

Press : 
Michelle STEIN – Tél. : +1 (917) 972-3490 
michelle.stein@alstomgroup.com   
 
Adrien VERNHES – Tél. : +1 (514) 209-5127 
adrien.vernhes@alstomgroup.com  
 
Marilena VARANO – Tél. : +1 (514) 415-4663 
marilena.varano@alstomgroup.com 
 
Samuel MILLER (Corporate HQ)– Tél. : +33 (6) 65 47 40 14 
samuel.miller@alstomgroup.com 
 
 

Investor relations: 

Martin VAUJOUR – Tél. : +33 (6) 88 40 17 57 

martin.vaujour@alstomgroup.com 
 

 

http://www.alstom.com/
mailto:philippe.molitor@alstomgroup.com
mailto:adrien.vernhes@alstomgroup.com
mailto:marilena.varano@alstomgroup.com
mailto:samuel.miller@alstomgroup.com
mailto:martin.vaujour@alstomgroup.com

